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Smallwood

South side of Thornton Mill Rd.
near 1-83

Not accessible

1810-20

Smallwood was probably built by Edward Hall on land patented
by his father, Joshua, in 1771. This substantial stone dwelling of
a prosperous farmer remains with several equally substantial out-
buildings, indicative of the many which were once required to support
rural 1ife. The unusually large stone quarters and the vaulted under-
ground storage room are noteworthy.
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DESCRIPTION Paeerery

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED Z ORIGINAL SITE
—GooD —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Smallwood 1is a two storey rutb.e sione ncuse, three »ays in length
with & lower two storey rubdle stone «“inz at its west end expressed
as one bay on its north side, two o0n its south; both sections have
gzoie roofs and a fiush brick calmneyv rises frcm eacn of tae tnree
Zable ends. A one storey, two bay frame wing at tns ezst end dates
froa tne mid-twentietn century. Althougn the approach to this house
is from tane north, tne south is, arcaitecturaily, the principal front.

The west wing traditionaliy 1is consicered to ve the older section
of the house due to its smaller scaie and more primitive character,
out &s there 1is neitner a structura. Joint in tne masonry »etwsen
the two sections, nor quoins marking a former corner, such as are
found on all other corners of thils house, the twoc sectlicons appear 1o
he c¢f contempcransous construction.

The genera. canaracter of the form and of the origina. cetaills
of tuis house relate it to Strewberry #£i.l (gq.v.), ancd a similar
construction date may be ccnjectured, ca. 1810-1820. An extensive
supsrficial renovation occurred in the miacdle of the nineteenth century.

asntrances to tane main house are in tne niddle day; straight joints
in tne masonry &t tne soutn entrsnce and at tnos winlow aoove 1t suzzest
tnose feaztures were siigatly west of center origina.iy, out taey are

ndowW zbcove it

fote

virtuaily centerecd now. The north entrance and tne W
are still west of center. A secondary entrance was in the easterly

bay of tne wing's souta front; it is now a window. Another secondary

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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Snzllwood, locaten on the scuth side of Thornton Lil- Rnad

west of Hizghway I-83, is on z tract of lsni whichn was orizinally surveyed

in 1727. The patent, hcwever, was
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Smallwood
Western Run-Belfast Historieal District

Baltimore County, Md.
Continuation Sheet #1

Question #7 Description Continued

entrance 1s through the west end wall of the wing, north of the chimney.
Windows are 6/6; those of the main house have louvred blinds. The

first storey windows of the south front are tall, extending nearly

to the floor. Second storey windows of the west wing are small four-
light casements, close to the floor. A window of similar size was

in the first storey of the wing's morth front, near the main house,
lighting a former pantry inside; the window has been filled with stone-
walling.

The wooden cornice of the main house is wide and it extends up the
rakes from bold returns at the eaves. It appears to date from the mid-
nineteenth century, as do the double doors with arched panels at the
south entrance.

Internally, a hall extends through the middle bay from which the
open stair rises to the attic floor; a single room flanks elther side
of the hall and the west wing is a single room on each floor, although
originally a small pantry was partitioned out of the northeast corner
of the wing, against the main house.

Most interior detailing in the first storey dates from the mid-
nineteenth centruy alterations, including: the stair with its oval
walnut rail supported on massive turned walnut newels and turned
ba lusters and its scrolled step ends; the four-paneled doors, door and
window architraves, the paneled splayed window jembs and undoubtedly

the window frames and sash. GChair railing is removed. Six-panel doors,

(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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Continuation Sheet #2

Question #7 Description Continued

with panels nearly fully-raised, and an architrave with backband, remain
at the doors to the west wing out of the west room of the main house;
several similar doors remain in the second storey. The stair railing
from the second floor to the third is prabatly @riglinal; its round reil
1s supported by plain square newels and rectangular balusters. No original
mantels remain; one in the first storey east room, consisting of pairs of
fluted Tuscan columns supporting a dentil cornice, came from another house;
other fireplaces are closed, their mantels removed.

The original Kibélhen) 4n the first storey of the west wing, retains
its large stone fireplace and a built-in oven to its south with a cast
and wrought iron front; a raised-letter inseription on the oval shaped
door reads:

JOHN BOUIS.
PATENT . BALTIMORE

North of the chimney, an enclosed winding stair rises to the second storey
of the wing. The exposed hewn joists of the kitchen were never plastered,
but the former pantry, once a small square room in the northeast corner
of the kitchen, had a plastered el lailr gl

In the unfinished attic, the original rafters have been reinstalled,
mitered at tne ridge against a ridge beam. A pediment centered on the
south slope has been removed. Unused mortises for collar beams are in
evidence, and in their original location, the rafters supported lathe and
plaster. Of interest 1s a long piece of chdir rail used as a furring steip

on one of the rafters.

(See Continuation Sheet #3)
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Baltimore County, Md.

Continuation Sheet #3

Question #7 Description Continued

The cellar extends under the main section of the house. Original
straight sawn oak joists remain in the first floor structure and the
fireplace hearths above are supported on log lintels.

In the south front yard is a mounting block, consisting of two
single-stone steps leading to a large single stone top platform, supported
by rubble stone.

Northwest of the house is a two storey stone gquarters, two bays in
length. 1Its lower storey is slightly below grade, wtih three entrances:
in the south bay of the east side; in the north end, and in the north bay
of the west side. The upper storey also has three entrances: in the
south end; above the lower east door; and above the north end door. Other
openings have, or had, 6/6 windows. Most wooden elements are missing and
the building is approaching a ruinous state. The interior was plastered
on the stone, and window jambs were splayed. Log Jolsts support the upper
floor, and there were partitions dividing the interior into about two
rooms on each floor. No interior stair is in evidence, and the number
of exterior doors may indicate that each room was an individual family's
quarters, each with a private entrance.

North of the house is an underground, stone barrel-vaulted storage
structure, the interior dimensions of which are approximetely 7 by 13 feet.
Its floor is twelve steps below grade; the sloping ceiling above the
stone staircase, which descends from a concrete bloék, pyrimidal-

roofed snelter built into the hillside beneath the dwelling house, 1is

(See Continuation Sheet #4)
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Question #7 Description Continued

of large, rough stone slabs. From each side of the vaulted chamber,
flues rise to grade, capped with ornamental terra-cotta chimney pots.

A large carved stone drip or splash block was immediately in front
of the undergroung room's entrance. It may have been placed there to
receive water used in washing root vegetables stored below, but more
likely, it was placed there as a step, having been under the nearby
well pump originally.

A large stone and frame bank barn stands some distance north of the
dwelling. Its stone north end was torn down many years ago, and revplaced
by a frame wall. The entrance to the loft storey is through the framed
east wall, and that storey extends beyond the lower west wall in framed
construction, supported on round, rubble stone columns. The extended
loft sheltérs the stone wall of the ground storey, with its several
doors and windows opening into the former stalls. Most of the hewn

timber frame, Jjoined with mortise and tenon, remains in place.




